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America is not composed, as in Europe, of great lords who possess every thing, and of a herd of 
people who have nothing. Here are no aristocratical families, no courts, no kings, no bishops, 
no ecclesiastical dominion, no invisible power giving to a few a very visible one; no great 
manufacturers employing thousands, no great refinements of luxury. The rich and the poor are 
not so far removed from each other as they are in Europe. Some few towns excepted, we are all 
tillers of the earth, from Nova Scotia to West Florida. We are a people of cultivators, scattered 
over an immense territory, communicating with each other by means of good roads and 
navigable rivers, united by the silken bands of mild government, all respecting the laws without 
dreading their power, because they are equitable. We are all animated with the spirit of 
industry, which is unfettered, and unrestrained, because each person works for himself. What 
then is the American, this new man? He is either an European, or the descendant of an 
European; hence that strange mixture of blood, which you will find in no other country. I could 
point out to you a man, whose grandfather was an Englishman, whose wife was Dutch, whose 
son married a French woman, and whose present four sons have now four wives of different 
nations. He is an American, who, leaving behind him all his ancient prejudices and manners, 
receives new ones from the new mode of life he has embraced, the new government he obeys, 
and the new rank he holds. Here individuals of all nations are melted into a new race of men, 
whose labours and posterity will one day cause great change in the world. Americans are the 
western pilgrims, who are carrying along with them that great mass of arts, sciences, vigour, 
and industry, which began long since in the East; they will finish the great circle. The American 
is a new man, who acts upon new principles; he must therefore entertain new ideas, and form 
new opinions. From involuntary idleness, servile dependence, penury, and useless labour, he 
has passed to toils of a very different nature, rewarded by ample subsistence. This is an 
American. 


